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Nora Baladerian 

Opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.  She explained that the host of the Think Tank meeting, the Arc-Riverside CAN DO Project is funded by CJA.  The Think Tank has been in operation since 1997 when all state department directors attended and the State Action plan was designed.  Since then we have continued to work on the plan and check off items as we go through them.  In addition to that we can address new things and add to the plan.  

Nora introduced Mike Collins – Host and Executive Director of SILC, the State Independent Living Center, house at the Dept of Aging.

Nora introduced Ann Mizoguchi and Gina Roberson from OES.

Ann Mizoguchi  - Assigned to the Victim’s branch of OES, she heads the Children’s Division.  She made a report on recent changes to operations of what was OCJP and has now been incorporated into OES.  Ann reported a 30% reduction in staff at OES.  They are currently hiring people.  The Children’s Branch was hit badly.  There will be another reorganization that will be announced next week, which will affect their program as well as programs involving public safety.  SAMIS – Emergency system.  Everyone just got trained on emergency system for the post hurricane emergency program.  Gillsa Miller and Sally Hinkin went to Florida for 16 days to assist with hurricane disaster.

Scott Freize is now the Dept. Director of OES, and Henry Renteria is the new Executive Director.

Frank (? surname/is the new Chief Deputy.

CPR (California Performance Review) is a government initiative to review how the state is functioning by focusing on issues of performance improvement, duplication, etc.  There is also a committee to make recommendation that went to the Governor to consolidate victims’ services with the state.  Attorney General’s office would come under this program.  DHS, DSS, Victim’s Compensation Board and Victims Services may be consolidated into one program.   They are going to make a recommendation to state representatives to share resources and information.

Kirby Everhart is the facilitator for the Branch of Chief Public Safety Committee.  

Elder Adult Committee invitations will be out by the end of the month.

OES – Assessment of Programs will be out by 12/06

SB5 is in lieu of and similar to SB14 and committees will be meeting soon for the first time and will then meet monthly after that.  A decision will be make by June ’06.  

SB914 – Bill requiring development of policies and practices and performance assessment, (also to include the Rape Crisis Center Program).  Currently there are 85 shelters and 84 centers.  The monthly meetings announcements will send out recommendations to implement the new policies and practices.  They will be focusing on rape crisis and domestic violence programs.

Question by Nora - What are they going to do in terms of elder abuse?

Ann - The program needs to be assessed and then recommendations will be made.  There are no specific programs as of yet.  First they need to address what happens with law enforcement, how they keep statistics, management and collection of data and how to communicate with federal databases.  

They are meeting weekly to identify what programs currently exist, how they are funded and how long they can continue to be funded.  They will be looking closely at the child abuse report.

Nora – Will they be looking at ADA at all?

Ann – Possibly, didn’t say specifically.

Gina Roberson – Specialist for CAN DO and CJA funding

This is her first time here and wants to incorporate this Think Tank into state operations for ongoing continued funding.  She stressed the important level of this body, and how important she believes it is to continue the work begun.

Nora – California is moving forward.  Possible collaboration with Boston.  Maybe start a competition.  

Index cards were passed out to write down ideas throughout the day in regards to what you can do, or what can be done within your agency.

Nora introduced the speakers for this meeting:

Nancy Alterio and Sue Cronin from Massachusetts 

They work at the organization called “Building Partnerships for the Protection of Persons with Disabilities”.  This began as a  Massachusetts Initiative, in which the focus is not on children, but is restricted to vulnerable adult abuse and elder abuse.  They now have in operation since 1997 a single point of entry each reported case of abuse of adults with developmental disabilities.  They presented through videoconference at the last Think Tank meeting, and are here today to help California move forward to establish a similar response to abuse of individuals with disabilities.

Nancy Alterio  - Disabled Persons Protection commission (DPPC)

The first issues they had to deal with included identifying abuse as a problem.  Obvious signs were ignored, compounded with lack of disability agency structures to effectively respond.  To resolve this, the following agencies were asked to collaborate:

EOHHS Executive Office of Health and Human services.

DSS – protects child up to age of 17 whether or not have a disability. 

Dept. of Mental Retardation- provides services to children and adults with mental disabilities.

Dept. of Mental Health – provides services to persons with disabilities.

Massachusetts Rehab. Commission – vocational and independent living services for persons with disabilities.

Dept of Public Health – licensing of hospital and long term care facilities, investigates abuse.

Exec. Office of Elder Affairs – 60 years and up, and also investigates abuse.

All are now required by law to report abuse cases to the DPPC.  In their state, the Attorney general office works closely with DPH.  Massachusetts state police detective units investigate major crimes.  

Attorney general through the district attorneys now have statewide specialty units – DPPC

Unique to Massachusetts the DPPC also has state police unit assigned to it.

All agencies have received training, and must report any criminal activity to D.A.  Through collaboration with DPPS these civil protection agencies respond to the cases:  DSS, DPPC, DPH, EOEA.

Prevalence of violence against persons with disabilities.

54 million American with disabilities.

5 million crimes against persons with developmental disabilities each year in the US.

1.4 million child abuse cases

1 million spousal abuse cases

1 million elder abuse cases

800,000 hate crimes

Adults with developmental disabilities are 4 to 10 times more at risk of having an assault against them (Sobsey)

Psychiatric inpatients -  81% physically or sexually assaulted

62% of women with physical disabilities reported emotional, physical or sexual abuse

Red file handout includes: Most recent DPPC annual report, contact information for Sue and Nancy, and a copy of their PowerPoint presentation.  Also included: Brochure with statistics. Information for law enforcement; Laminated card that lists disciplines that have to report abuse to DPPC (created for law enforcement officers to help them communicate with the disabled person.  How to recognize when a sexual assault has occurred; Brochure of DPPC with indicators of abuse and neglect; Memorandum of understanding – 11 DA’s in Massachusetts for each district; and Changes in statutes, policies and procedures, cases that are being investigated and that come into the DPPC.
Lt. Sue Cronin

Lt. Cronin is a Mass. State Police Detective in charge of DPPC operations out of their DA’s office.  Prior she was a Detective in narcotics was Unit Specialist in child abuse, and got pulled into disability project.  She has now been working on Disability Initiative for 7 years.  However, she is retiring in 8 weeks and then wants to get more into disability projects.

House of horrors – Harold and Karol Simonton

The DPPC Initiative began as a result of the case they refer to as the House of Horrors.  This galvanized some individuals in the State to “do something” about this problem.

Self appointed caregivers of 2 disabled men (Tim and Al) were the perpetrators.  They were “Taking care of’ the SSI benefits for these two men. They were held captive for 7 years during which time they were abused, beaten, tortured, burned, hit with whips, forced to hand over SS $$, sexually assaulted, slept in dark house, etc.

In 2/97 their situation was discovered.  Agencies couldn’t substantiate information.  Tim ran away and then neighbors made a report.  Tim gave statement regarding abuse of himself and Al.  Al was found with horrendous injuries, cuts and bruises and obviously horribly abused.  Sanitary conditions were deplorable.  Severe ulcerations on ankles which were duct taped were found.

What went wrong?

Agencies suspected something was wrong, but didn’t go anywhere.  There was no system of communication.  Each agency had a single agency response – no communication, no coordination, no cross training, repeat victimization, delayed referral for civil/criminal investigation.  This constituted a decrease in safety for victims.

Thus was initiated a huge change in Massachusetts  Mass legislature made a lot of changes.

1997 – DMR – Investigation Advisory Panel established

1998 – EOHHS unites human service agencies, DMR investigation advisory panel report issued

1999 – MOU process began, statewide conference.  

Each D.A’s office was given control to put together an MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) that would work for them.  Eleven (11) different MOU’s that are currently in place,

“Building Partnerships” working together to protect person with disabilities was how the effort was named.  Funded Byrne Grant through Executive office of Public Safety.  Multidisciplinary agency response joint investigations so no one person or agency thinks they possess  all the skill and resources.  Each agency brings a different perspective.

MOU

1. Provide framework

2. Participating Agencies – part of multidisciplinary Team at D.A’s Office (child abuse attorneys) – all specially trained to deal with persons with disabilities.

Other team members – sexual assault nurse examiner (SANE), medical professional, mental heath consultant, speech and language pathologist, human service case manager, disability law center

3. Goals – protect, treat, promptly reported, enhance communication, and increase awareness.

4. Report and investigate – deaths, assault and battery, rape, intent to commit rape, larceny of a person with a disability.  When the D.A. is notified – they have 24 hours to take action.  Investigation, assignment of criminal investigations.

5. Human services investigation liaison – lists contact information for DPPC, DMR, DMH, MRC 

6. Steering committee – to identify new goals and objectives.  Sub committees, public awareness, training, legislative, grant, prosecutors, criminal justice system.

7. Projects – Public awareness through developing a logo, brochure, educational brochure, laminated cards, trainings, and video development for service care providers – orientation and training for dealing with persons with disabilities.

8. Training – law enforcement, municipal and state police (distance learning), human service provider training, civil investigator must complete 40 hour basic investigation and 40 hour sexual assault certification, medical community training, SANE nurses, ER staff.  Their Statewide 2002 conference on communicating with persons with disabilities went very well, and was very well received, including Dr. Nora Baladerian as their keynote speaker.

Partnership projects: Massachusetts Continuing Legal Education (MCLE) and Legislative initiatives and Municipal Police Training Committee, Distance Learning, training for court personnel and judiciary, project to create a best practices and do some law enforcement training on how to deal with persons with disabilities, and not to arrest them by mistake.

Open discussion on ADA and crime victims with disabilities…anyone know status?

Mike Collins Court house case  What happened?

ADA coordinators are not necessarily trained properly.  People with mental retardation don’t get treated appropriately.  In Massachusetts the Courts now as a result of these trainings have learned to support persons with disabilities.  In a recent California case witness didn’t have access to courtroom.

Because there was no wheelchair access, the person had to pull themselves up the stairs.  Court recessed for lunch and to appear in court again, the man refused to pull themselves up the stairs.  He was convicted of contempt of court for failure to appear in the courtroom. Now courts must all be accessible for disabled persons.

What is the DPPC Definition of disability?

Nancy – Definition is broad, depends on situation.  Different from ADA.  For DPPC, the person must be dependent upon another and the caregiver must commit the abuse.  The individual cannot provide for his or her own care and protection.  Important not to offend anyone, difficult to define.  

Mike Collins – your agency can’t handle persons who are abused by a stranger?  Nancy – only if the person’s caregiver was negligent.  

Nancy Alterio – Case response process:

Adult protective service system.

DPPC works closely with DMR, DMH, and MRC 

DPPC – 24-hour hotline (800) 426-9009– receives reports of suspected physical, emotional, sexual abuse, neglect and deaths of adults with disabilities.

Evaluates reports to determine required response (emergency or non-emergency)

Provides information and referrals

DPPC/SPDU Criminal Screening

D.A.’s office notified

Designated Assistant D.A. assigns criminal investigations to appropriate agency.

DPPC Hotline Report Referred to: Report is taken by DPPC, and referred to: DSS, EOEA, DOC, DPH, OCCS

DPPC 19C Civil Investigations can be assigned to DMR, DMH, or MRC depending on the type of case.

DPPC Oversight – assesses victim’s risk, monitors civil and criminal investigation and ensures protective services are in place.  Oversight officer can be in charge of case ongoing.  

Primary database – tracking information about abuse against disabled persons, all databases communicate with each other.  They collect over 500 pieces of information on each case, demographic information, type of abuse, information on injuries, cause, etc.  Information is available to law enforcement.  Provides background data on alleged victims, abusers and providers, assists with interviews, interview process, gathering and analysis of medical and administrative records.

Law enforcement responds to adults without disabilities depending on the services needed.

Nancy only works with persons with disabilities.

Pop of Massachusetts – 6 million, 14 counties, 11 DA’s jurisdictions, and approx 6,000 allegations of abuse to 24-hour hotline.  

CA 34 million people, information in CA is not gathered by one agency.  Too many agencies not communicating with each other.  CA needs to take on some of the ideas that Mass has implemented.  

Mass is working with surrounding states to bring in a larger area.

Important to thank law enforcement and other agencies for the work they do.

Created a lot of stuff (key chains, water bottles, mugs, etc.) to take to police officers for training.  Rewards law enforcement for taking the trainings.  Form of marketing and getting the DPPC name out there.  

Abuse report to the hotline:    

1999 – 3691 people reported

2000 – 4203 people reported 

2004 – 6638 people reported  

Criminal investigation/charges:          1997 – 32 cases to law enforcement and 0 charged, 

2001 – 477 cases reported and 68 charged

2004 – 880 cases reported (out of 6600 statewide) and 130 

charged (conservative number).  

In the past people were not convicted for crimes they were committing.  Prosecution of a case with a person with mental retardation with no physical evidence can be very challenging.  The judiciary training will begin in the Spring.

Criminal Activity: 880 total, 350 sexual assault, 367 assault and battery, 95 larcenies, 16 deaths, 52 other.  

Over the years, what went wrong – lack of communication between the agencies.

Success – improved communication and coordination, data collection and documentation, civil and criminal investigations, reporting, and prosecution, institutionalized systemic improvement, enhanced access to justice system for victims with disabilities = Increased protection for victims with disabilities.

The program was then opened for Questions/Answers and discussion:

Mike Collins – what would be the first step you would take if you had to do it all again?

Nancy - Single point of entry – currently only for 18 – 59 years old.  Would like to see it for all ages.  Recognizing the differences in investigations for children and elders.  Make it simpler for the public at large.  All calls coming to one location.  

Sue - Having more people at the table at the beginning.  

Nora – how do you get buy-in?

Sue & Nancy – Needs a powerful law enforcement lead (Attorney General’s office or DA Association).  More attention is paid when law enforcement gets involved.  DA had an interest in it, and realized how ineffective the system was and decided to get involved.  You have to pick the right DA.  They have been lucky to have key leaders who took an interest in the issues.  Not just a developmental disability issues, covers all disabilities.  Housing at District Attorney Assoc. instead of DPPC where it might not have gotten as much notice.  

How did you fund database?

Applied for grants from state grants through the IT dept.  Keeps every record back to the inception of the agency.  Helps them review a history on a victim of perpetrator.  Everything has been scanned in and is digitally recorded.  Data is modified as the case progresses.  

Is there a requirement for in-service training for police officers?

Distance learning training through PC.  However, currently it is not mandated.  Refresher training is needed and it should be mandated.  

Social reform message – how do you get information out to the communities and public?

Talks with different disciplines and mass mailings notifying school systems and work with Dept of Education and get brochures out.  Judicial system, reach out to families and persons with disabilities need to be done more.  Just partnered with ARC Mass and Nora.  Try to use media to get message out.  Clearly an area that needs more work.  Question remains of how to saturate the market.  Already working with a lot of community based organizations, but more need to be involved.   

At the conclusion of this presentation from DPCC, the program opened to progress reports and introductions from Think Tank members on activities since our last meeting.

Nora - The CJA Task Force developed a model for the development in each county of a MSP (Min. Standard Protocol) for the investigations Child Abuse.  These are efforts to assure minimum standards for law enforcement response for child abuse. Many counties have completed these written protocols and the Directors of the agencies involved sign them off.

Tom Montesonti 

He wrote a draft of an abuse response plan to go to State Council, which he handed out.  This can be used as an “action response” to the recently published White paper on abuse and neglect of adults with disabilities, with recommendations for state council to look at.  Hoping people involved in criminal area make a presentation to council.  Council should be taking a leadership role and support should come from entire Think Tank.  

Need to make this a priority and help push it through the system.  

(Nora will send to everyone electronically so everyone can edit online.  White paper is already linked on State Council’s website as well as can also be linked through the CAN DO website.  

(Tom Hanna will put it on the website.  State council recommendations will include people with all disabilities, not just those who have developmental disabilities.  We need to identify at Think Tank meetings additional people who ought to be included.  Please today make recommendations on the back of the index cards of who else needs to be involved with TT.    

Tom Montesonti continued by discussing a recent trend in the area where a lot of kids are getting into the justice system as perpetrators where they are actually the victims.  Courts are not aware of what to do.  He (Tom) has been presenting information to the courts on what to do and is helping out the judicial system.  He is putting together a packet of information to help judges become more aware of this problem going through 4 counties.  

(CAN DO will be inviting Tom Montesonti to the 10th National Conference on Abuse & Disability in March and will be reporting on it then. 

Dave Spisak – POST, was involved with training in the early ‘90’s.  Regional responsibilities (17 counties), works with agencies that make training possible.  He would like to participate in training plans involving law enforcement.

Tammy Evans – POST, responsible for mandated law enforcement and video training.

Tom Hanna – Works in IT for the CAN DO Project and Disability Abuse and Personal Rights Project.  Background - 27 years in field of abuse.  Think Tanks CAN DO project as an initiative, Nora, Tom and Jim, ought to look at how we can reach out beyond CA for expertise.  Seeing as CA is the leadership state in U.S. how do we share what we have learned with others?  Seeing what we can do as team members and ignoring the boundaries of expertise.  Is a report being taken and processed is an important question for CA to ask.  Mass had the ability to report the abuse and criminal acts against people with disabilities through one agency.  Regarding the database, Massachusetts has been able to do an amazing job since the inception of DPPC.  We don’t have numbers or the projects in place currently to do it, but following in Massachusetts’s footsteps it can be done.  We need to get the word out that we are not going to put up with this in our communities.  We need to let people know that we don’t allow domestic violence in our communities.  It’s currently missing in this area. We need to get the message out to the caregivers and to the perpetrators.  We need to do more interstate sharing.  

He reported on the currently operational (until 12/06) Online Training Conference on Abuse of Children and Adults with Disabilities.   This Online conference was sponsored by Office for Victims of Crime.   We knew we wouldn’t be able to support a face-to-face conference due to State and national budget cuts particularly for training and travel.  However, by producing the conference online we were able to reach out to a new audience.  People didn’t need to pay for travel expenses, or take time for travel, etc.  Grant was $40,000, enough to mobilize 540 people into the conference.  22 experts from around the country were able to learn how to do training online.  People didn’t know what to expect.  PowerPoint presentations were given online while listening on a telephone line.  Gave free outreach to people from third world countries and self-advocates.  OVC made available over 100 scholarships for the online conference.  179 applications for scholarships were applied for.  98 were given out.  People took two hours a day out of their workday to present.  Did evaluation forms for all sessions.  We have received over 1,300 evaluation forms filled out.  We also did opened ended questions.  Most participants attended 12 – 18 sessions, showing that people took a lot of time out of their schedules to attend these sessions.  We had as trainers people with disabilities that were able to teach at this event only because it was an online conference.  A Chat area was running side by side with the conference.  [Demonstration was given] For people who are blind there is a simple outline as a word document instead of a PowerPoint presentation.  For the Deaf, transcripts were available simultaneous to the audio lecture and remain available online.   Faculty member gives an hour lecture, takes questions, content area shows policy areas, research, nationally and internationally and direct practice issues – core training.  66 hours of CEU’s were given for this conference.  Costs were minimal for what was offered.  Faculty was responsible for an additional 7 hours of “face-to-face” chat.  [Chat page demonstrated].

Everything is available through August 2006.  There is no other type of training like this available.  Now have 530 “trained” people, which becomes a whole new network.  250 from the state of CA.  Person who was the greatest user of the sound aspect of the conference was Mary Wambach.  Mary is Deaf.  She followed all the side discussions.  She was very alert to what her audience was up to.  Formulated her presentation as a set of questions, which everyone started responding to.  Ollie Cantos used the most powerful use of sight.  He uses a lot of visual verbs.  Ollie is Blind.  This showed how powerful this conference was and how it came across to all experts.  People from the online conference now want to meet the people at the face-to-face conference.  

Accessibility has come across in many ways.  The real cost is nothing  - 75 cents/hour and we’ve created an incredible archive.  How can we take advantage of this to push forward CA in taking on the Massachusetts style?  Do we have to wait for a House of Horrors to hit the major media? 

Krista Flores is taking the Online course and wanted to describe her experience:  She said that she has found it to be a wonderful resource, and the technology to be amazing.  3 people at CALCASA use it.  It’s great because if someone is sick or in a meeting or unavailable it can be downloaded and viewed at any time.  CALCASA wants to make websites accessible for disabled people.  

Most people took all sessions as opposed to going to a face-to-face conference, where that’s not always possible.  You can email anytime or phone or fax or participate in the chats, and you don’t have to wait a turn like a face-to-face conference.  Survey of faculty, 20 out of the 20 faculty said they would do it again.  [Demonstration of the conference center showing the upcoming calendar where presenters are scheduled for available chat sessions].  This core curriculum will be useful for the next few years and as new information becomes available more conferences will be done.  

How did we target people who are not in the industry?

The program was not really designed for the public, however, a conference can be put together that would be more appropriate for the public at large.  Good choice of faculty, and commitment from them made this a successful conference.  Gave faculty strategies on how to make it work for them. Universal access needs to be done.  Maybe combine face-to-face conferences with some online conferences to meet the needs of  everyone.  Need to address all types of topics and we want to continue doing this.  All types of abuse, disability, ages, across the spectrum.  

Leslie Morrison – White Paper report on Abuse and Neglect of People with Developmental Disabilities

She states that the Paper was published about one year ago.  It is available online.  Protection and Advocacy is funded by government grants.  This was a collaborative project that took 2 years.  Disproportionate rate of abuse.  Choice of who to contact.  No single agency has oversight to take responsibility.  

Findings:  Serious public health issues. Recommendations included designating a health agency that will take responsibility.  Communication of data.  Current system is inadequate.  Recommendation that Regional center be the pivotal agency.  Better policing of perpetrators.  Mandatory training of everyone on the system.  

What’s happened since the release of the paper?  

AB20 signed into law, provides accommodation in court to victims and witness with cognitive impairments and or dependent adults

AB2534 died in appropriations – would have authorized IHSS to conduct background check on potential IHSS caregivers

SB1305 died – would have authorized the judicial council to set up unit to assess and improve handling of elder and dependent adult abuse cases

SB1475 vetoed 

SB1644 vetoed

Legislative idea for 2005-6 – revise UCR to include disability information

Challenges – cost issues

Program training initiatives:  Dept. of Justice grant to train law enforcement to communicate with people with severe disabilities.

Abuse and neglect still a priority for SCDD’s grants program

Presented paper at AUCD 2004 Annual conference

Unofficial impacts – state agencies became more aware of the problem and their role in solving it.

Can’t think of an agency in CA that currently exists that could work like DPPC in Massachusetts.

Big problem with budget issues.  Uniform crime report only collects certain data and the databases do not communicate with each other.  Everyone has their own databases, but none of them talk to each other.  Sometimes perpetrators are long gone before they get into the system.  

Dave Spisak – Recommendation to pair crime reports and arrest reports.  

Craig Pierini – Take a look at CANRA’s task force.  Due process.  The Governor, which brought about some changes, signed 1313.  All fields in the investigation report that is filled out by the law enforcement or social worker, need to have filled out before allowing the case to close.  

Nora – Recommends that data field expand “developmental disabilities” to all disabilities.

Craig Pierini – SA8583 revised march 1981, but we need to update it to ALL disabilities.  

Need to address child death related to child abuse and neglect.  The state of CA did not know what that number was.  Teams are asked to fill out a series of questions to get this information.  Need a reconciliation process of putting together data.

Have a 5th database where each team fills out forms that will be put into this new database, where they do ask what kind of disability the child has.  As of 2001 – 5% of child deaths resulting from child abuse and neglect.  Currently this data is not in coordination with regional centers.  

The hope is that through time the FCAM system will produce the number of children and the demographics of the deaths.  We need to have a source data.  It doesn’t need to have everything, but we need to have a gateway to have some solid data, even if we need to start from scratch.  

CA has had problems reporting child fatalities due to abuse/neglect.  

Some changes in the law. 

1. Immunity just applied for criminal/civil prosecution.  You are ethically required (not mandated) to report child abuse, however, you are immune to being sued due to reporting the incident.  

2. Volunteers are not mandated reporters, however if you don’t report you are exposing yourself to being convicted for failure to report.  

3. If in-home support is providing services to a minor, they are a mandated reporter.  On 1313 -   employers are strongly encouraged to provide training to their workers.   

Third  year of elder and dependent abuse campaign – continue to have the 800 number.  Tips for communities to look at.  Tri-fold of Children with Disabilities passed out.

Krista Flores – Project Access  - Statewide coalition run by CALCASA.  Started 2nd funding cycle (DOJ funded).  Receiving money to provide prevention programs of violence against women with disabilities. Provided in person trainings, email technology assistance, phone assistance, for whatever types of crises came up.  Initially no CA grantees.  Created electronic newsletters quarterly.  

Created national conference ending violence against women with disabilities and Deaf women.  Focused on service provision at rape crisis centers and people to deal with the victims directly.  Very well attended, but won’t do it again.  

2nd round of grantees, 23 total programs funded (only 2 in CA).  Only 6 from 1st funding received funding again.  Now larger and state programs are the ones getting funded.  No small grass roots getting funded this time around.  Video teleconference, face-to-face trainings, newsletter still going.  

(Will send one to Nora to send out to the CANDO listserv.  

Disability, sexual assault information.  CD-Rom information coming soon with a lot of different fact sheets and statistics.   Want to broaden information to disability community.  Brought in New York State Coalition Against Sexual Assault.  They have started on the mental health issue.  They are treating people and starting on a small grass roots level.  National organization on disability (NOD).  Working on emergency preparedness programs, and how to get people out of the shelters.  Bridging the gap between shelter and religious issues.  People who have been abused turn to religion for support.  WI institutionalized program on abused people with disabilities incorporated with rape crisis.  Safety and technology – increasing the use of technology and teaching people how to be safe in using technology. 

Tony Anderson – Shirley Dove is President of Arc of CA.  Organization for people with developmental disabilities.  Currently have 20 chapters.  Shirley Dove did spend some time promoting the online conference.  Association Regional Center, 18 of 21 centers said they would host a site for the CAN DO Online Conference.  Most registrants from the conference were from the Regional Centers.  In Capital Office Advocate for legislation for people with disabilities, they also track bills.  Can be found on the website.  Lists of all vetoed bills along with messages from the governor.  All bills passed are available online.  

Considerable support last year in legislature for bills.  78% positive votes in legislative.  Starting to work with Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder.  Beginning task force.  Very involved in criminal justice system.  Definition of mental retardation in capital punishment cases on how states define mental retardation when it comes to capital punishment.  IQ score of an individual could be a cut-off point, but this is still in the works.  More information will be put on website as it becomes available.

Dave Spisak & Tammy Evans - POST – Regulates, sets standards and provides training for police officers.  8-hour training project was set up on how to deal with people with disabilities, and it is available statewide.

POST could certify training program.  Not ready for an online conference yet, but will soon set guidelines and procedures to do online conferences.  Have done many training programs over the years.  LEAD training program a few years ago where teams of service providers and police officers teamed up and got to know what each one does and how they impact each other.  

Did a video that supported the LEAD conference and ARCs are now using it nationally.  It is frustrating as people are only doing what is legislatively necessary and not to help the cause.  Need to identify people who have a skill in training people and support them.  Learning portal on website to support post-training activities.  One click site to support all kinds of disability training.  

(CD-Rom of video training programs that have been done in the past will soon be available online.  Training is an ongoing path, not a one-shot deal.  This could cut down on having to go through legislation for mandated training.  If the field requires it, it’s much better than being required legislatively.  The heart of law enforcement should be protecting and serving the people who cannot protect and serve themselves.  Need to share names and contacts so when training portal is up and running people will be aware of it. 

Nora – Sgt. Jerry Villanueva helped out on online conference and now SART conference has invited him to co-train on elder abuse and is now getting into child abuse.  He is good model as a police officer with a great heart and wants to help the community.  

Police department. is putting together a 32-hour course on mental health and disability in their community.  Generated by the police department with local NGO’s.  

Jeff Johnson – Most states report into NCCAN databases (federal system).  They do have some information on children with disabilities and perpetrators.  

Update:  

1. Data collection has gotten a little better, but still needs some work.  Current data (not available for CA) has some information on relationship between disability and child abuse.  The information is only as good as the reported information.  A lot of the data is incomplete.  Need to suit the data to the type of questions being asked.  

2. CA at present is immature in its data collection.  The problem is how data is collected and who is collecting it.  

3. A lot of different areas need to be linked, but currently not being done. Need to establish ID’s or some kind of cross-referencing to match people across databases.  

Nora - How can NCCAN information become available to us?

Jeff – Will get in touch with NCCAN.  In past years data has been released for special groups or research for national publication.  As far as CA is concerned, we need to go back to the drawing board and do a custom extract to provide what we need specifically.  

Maria Parish – New volunteer for CAN DO project.  Co-chair of new Los Angeles based KWIDS CAN, Child Abuse Council for Children with Disabilities.  She is a parent of a child with a disability.  Would like to increase safety net.  She would like to see cameras outside bathrooms at school to protect kids without a voice.

 Dan Rosenblatt – California Department of Justice.  Just recently received support from LA county to use the non-mandated field when appropriate.  Working on 1313, scheduled to do some clean-up legislation.  Contact Janet (916) 324- 5284

(At the end of the year get a bulletin board out on 1313

Nora – Go through packet

1. Agenda

2. Minutes from last meeting (available on CAN DO website, under public policy)

3. Action Plan (original from Think Tank I), revised after every Think Tank meeting

4. CJA Disability Survey (added children with disabilities)

5. Data from Department of Justice (reported by county)

Nora’s update - ARC Riverside is working with Boston people and did a 1-day conference on abuse of people with disabilities.  Nancy got it videotaped and it will soon be available on DVD.  A young woman with mental retardation who had been assaulted by her transportation provider and what happened with her in the criminal justice system gave a presentation.  Very informative and a good model for what states can do.  

The CAN DO Project has received continued funding through CJA.  In addition, we have received funding from OVC.  These include partial funding for the 10th National conference March 14-16, full funding to produce a video on forensic interviewing (VHS) and soon to come is a training DVD for first responders.  Communication and cognitive disabilities will be the focus in that DVD.  The written Curriculum for First Responders will also be available soon which serves as the foundation for the video for first responders.

Handouts –
10th National Conference - save the date March 14th – 16th.  Dec 15th is the deadline for submitting proposals.  Please let us know of any ideas you may have for that conference.

Online conference

Interviewing guidelines – forensic interviewing on abused children with disabilities.

Books available.

Index/commitment cards:

People or agencies that should be at the next TT meeting.

Social Services

Fetal alcohol spectra

California Youth Authority (CYA)

Steve Woods?? (DHS)

California, Arizona, Nevada, Oregon (CANO) (law enforcement trainers from those states)

Help us increase registration for online conference (do it in your jammies!)

Guide for Judges (available at MCLE)

National Judicial College in Reno (maybe a good resource) Forrest Fulton

Krista Flores will look into Judges in San Francisco

(Nora will put a link to the White Paper on CAN DO Website

Because the CAN DO project’s funding for 3 years will be ending soon, we cannot set a date for the next Think Tank.  Members will be notified of the next meeting through OES.

Contact information:

CAN DO Project of Arc Riverside

Nora J. Baladerian, Ph.D., Project Coordinator

2100 Sawtelle Blvd. #303

Los Angeles, CA 90025

Office:  
310 473 6768

FAX:

310 996 5585

TDD:

Use Relay Service for Call Back

Email:

nora@disability-abuse.com
Website:
www.disability-abuse.com/cando
Online Conference Website:  www.disability-abuse.com
Internet Technology Specialist Tom Hanna
Office:

607 275 9360

Emal:

tph3@cornell.edu
Arc Riverside Executive Director Jim Stream

Office:

951 688 5141

FAX:

951 688 7207

Email:

jstream287@aol.com
Website:
www.arcriversideca.org
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