Think Tank III: An Activity of the Child Abuse and Neglect/ Disability Outreach Project (CAN/Do!)

Thursday, June 13, 2002, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
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Kirby Everhart, Office of Criminal Justice Planning



Lisa Fey-Williams, Office of Criminal Justice Planning



Bill Garcia, Los Angeles County Department of Children and Family Services



Tom Hanna, LifeNet



Janet Heath, California Medical Training Center



Robert Jacobs M.D., Los Angeles Children’s Hospital



Kate Killeen, California District Attorney’s Association



Michael Levy, Office of Criminal Justice Planning



Brian Lu, Victim Compensation and Government Claims Board



Sherry Martinez, Arc Riverside



Charis Moore, Protection and Advocacy, Inc.



Mary Phillip, Department of Health Services

Craig Pierini, California Attorney General’s Office


Dan Sorensen, Crime Victims with Disabilities Initiative



Steven Sproger, California Department of Health Services



James Stream, Arc Riverside



Lisa Vandecore, Department of Social Services



Emily Woolford, Department of Developmental Services

A. Introductions and Welcome – Michael Levy, OCJP

The meeting began at 9:15 a.m. with a welcome from Michael Levy.  Nora Baladerian led the introductions and discussed the agenda for the meeting.

B. Present Goals of Think Tank III Meeting – Nora Baladerian, Ph. D.

The purpose is to review the action plan, describe what we have done to move the existing agenda, and then discuss plans for next year’s agenda.

Lisa Fey-Williams briefly introduced the relationship between OCJP and the CAN/Do! Project.  The project is funded by a Federal Block Grant awarded to OCJP from the Children’s Justice Act.  The intent of the Act is to capture programs that improve responses rather than focus on prevention and treatment.  The CAN/Do! Project is a pilot designed to improve the system as it responds to children with disabilities who are victims of abuse or neglect.  The Project is in its second of three years.  

THINK TANK

“A forum for the free exchange of ideas at a policy level to make significant changes regarding a particular issue.”

Usually people at the highest levels in their field are called upon to participate as members.

GOALS OF THINK TANK III

· Identify one or more barriers to data collection and possible solutions for your agency and how to publish or share this information.

· Identify one training activity you wish to sponsor, develop or attend.

· Identify an agency or department with which you can easily develop an ongoing working relationship on this issue.

· Find a way to use the Internet and CAN/Do! Project website to further your agency’s goals on child abuse and disability issues.

· Update and ratify the California Action Plan.

· Identify one or more activities you can do within your agency to help kids with disabilities who become child abuse victims.

C. Review Action Plan – Nora Baladerian, Ph.D.

In October 1997, OCJP sponsored the first Think Tank and invited directors of state departments to develop an action plan on changing the system response to abused and neglected children and adults with disabilities.  The purpose of subsequent Think Tank meetings is to review the action plan developed at the first meeting, and check its progress.  The idea is to check tasks off as complete, call attention to tasks not completed, and add or modify action items.

There are four categories for Action Plan items, they are:  Inter-Agency Collaboration, Training, Prevention and Policy.

Inter-Agency Collaboration:

I. Create a Website on abuse and disability.  This will serve as a central repository for all aspects of abuse and disabilities, including a multi-disciplinary approach.  It will contain and maintain an updated list of existing services.  The Website will have links into which new information can be placed and to which users can go for additional information.

1. This was determined to be half-completed.  Think Tank attendees were encouraged to send links to their organization’s website to the CAN/Do! Project.  Additional links individuals use as resources were requested to be forwarded to the CAN/Do! Website.  All attendees were encouraged to visit the CAN/Do! Website at www.disability-abuse.com.  Suggestions for links included the University of Wyoming, Communities Against Violence Network (CAVNET), California Coalition Against Sexual Assault (CALCASA), and A Safe Place in Austin, TX.  

II. Create an on-going Inter-Agency Task Force on Abuse and Disability.  Identify existing policies and standards of each member organization within their own agency, including how and with whom (agencies) they interact.  Task Force members can identify existing policies they have within their won agencies, their interaction with others, and share these with the entire task force.

1. Kirby Everhart suggested this item is completed due to the creation of the State Coordinating Committee on Crime Victims with Disabilities in December 2000.  Although the committee is not a “Task Force,” the group has three main goals which encompass what this action item suggests.  The goals are: to freely exchange information about department/organization efforts to assist crime victims with disabilities, to coordinate those efforts with other agencies at the state level, and look for opportunities for inter-agency collaboration on this issue.  The group is currently assembling a document that highlights the efforts of individual state departments and statewide organizations that work with crime victims with disabilities.  Kirby presented a draft copy of the executive summary highlighting the participating state departments and organizations.  When the entire document is completed, OCJP and the Coordinating Committee plan to distribute the item by hardcopy.  There are also plans to put the document on the OCJP Website, so the item can be downloaded.  There are also plans to email the document via Coordinating Committee member networks.  While we cannot tell participating departments and organizations “what to do” we can suggest and discuss ideas.  Nora asked if the coordinating committee could become a task force in the future.  Kirby said that agencies currently meet on the side and discuss plans for addressing crime victims with disabilities and then they present their efforts at the committee meetings.  For example, OCJP and three different members on the committee submitted applications to the Violence Against Women Office when they requested proposals for working with crime victims with disabilities.  OCJP is also in the process of applying for funds from the Office for Victims of Crime in serving crime victims with disabilities.  The plan for OCJP’s proposals focus on inter-agency collaboration.  In some sense, the committee acts as a task force because the meetings became the initiative for ideas and collaborative meetings.  This action item was considered complete.

III. Encourage research and data collection on disability and abuse.  Find how abuse response agencies currently identify clients with disabilities, or how they might.

1. Bill Garcia said when his department does investigations for child abuse or neglect they consider the special needs of the children they come in contact.  They have Medical Placement Units, and a Hearing Impaired Unit for special cases.  When doing foster care placement, the county offers more money to parents who work with children with disabilities.  When a call of suspected child abuse is made, they must respond at first with assessing family needs/resources and then the family preservation unit moves in to follow-up on a case, even if it is closed.  A discussion about the CMS system and its implementation arose.  Each county pulls together its own data.  Kate Killeen asked if statewide statistics on the prevalence of abuse and neglect of children with disabilities was possible to collect.  Lisa Fey-Williams stated that the reported numbers do not always reflect the actual cases of abuse and neglect for children with disabilities.  Martha Cook mentioned that there is a Child Abuse Index on reports of suspected abuse of children.  The form has a box for the social worker or law enforcement official to check if the child has a disability.  The shortcoming to the data system is that it only accepts the first type of abuse that is checked on the form.  For example, if physical and sexual abuse occurred, only physical abuse would be reflected in the Index.  The data are not available on-line.  After a mandated reporter has notified authorities, and an initial investigation is completed the form is sent to the CA Department of Justice (DOJ) with a determination of substantiated or unsubstantiated report of abuse.  A suggestion brought up by Craig Pierini was cross-reporting information from the Social Services system and the DOJ System; to ensure double counting is not occurring.  Nora decided to conclude the discussion regarding data collection.  It was determined that this Action Item is not properly being addressed at this time.

IV. Get the California Youth Authority (CYA) to work with County probation officers to look at the population that would be targeted.  For example, offenders who have just had their first adjudication, to determine these probation officer and social workers activities: how are they assessing and screening these kids for mental health needs, learning needs, special education, substance abuse; how are they being referred for treatment.  Are they identifying children with these needs?  Identify the same in each county.  Primary goal: determine if they are identifying these needs.  In part, this would be a preliminary effort towards early intervention, of not prevention of additional disabilities.  

1. This action item was determined to be unaddressed.

V. Develop a Central Registry of those who have been convicted of crimes against dependent adults and adults with disabilities.  Purpose of the registry:  screening employees, volunteers for work at agencies serving children and adults with disabilities.

1. A registry has not been developed, and this action item was determined to be incomplete.

VI. Develop a model for law enforcement response, especially sheriff and police department, when they have a case of a person with a disability either as a suspect or victim.  Determine how well these model programs work with those with disabilities.  Do inventory of existing models throughout the state.  Create a Multi-Disciplinary Team (within the California Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training, POST?) to do inventory of these models to find a model(s) of excellence.

1. At the beginning of the discussion, this item was considered incomplete.  Kirby said that POST, in conjunction with DOJ, completed a video on training first responders on effective interviewing techniques with victims and witnesses who have disabilities.  POST recently disseminated the video via satellite to all Sheriff’s and police station’s within California.  Kate said that the Santa Clara County district attorney’s office and law enforcement developed a protocol to respond to financial abuse of the elderly and individuals with disabilities.  

VII. Develop Multi-Disciplinary Teams at the county level dealing with abuse and disability.

1. Lisa said that the seven Law Enforcement Specialized Units currently funded under the Children’s Justice Act would be evaluated on their effectiveness in assisting children with disabilities.  OCJP plans to conduct a pre-test on the officer’s knowledge of victims with disabilities.  After one year, there is a plan to conduct a post-test on their knowledge of victims with disabilities.  The project director for the Law Enforcement Specialized Units will ensure that data on the number of children with disabilities is documented.  The grant proposal submitted by OCJP to the Violence Against Women Office promotes this Action Item.  

Training: for Clients (primary and secondary), Criminal Justice System (judicial, corrections, probation, etc.), and Service Providers.

I. OCJP will add a web page of an annotated bibliography of the Think Tank training material.

1. While OCJP does not have specific training material on-line from the Think Tank, a link to the California State Library and its searchable bibliography is adequate.  Once the link is provided, the action item will be considered complete.

II. CA Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST) could use their recently produced video on victim education to (1) tag the video for special information for people with disabilities with information they need to work through the system and (2) add additional information on their special rights as victims of crime with disabilities.

1. POST, in conjunction with the CA Attorney General’s Office, completed a video on effective interviewing techniques for crime victims with disabilities.  The video may be obtained through the Attorney General’s Office or POST.  The POST Website is located at www.post.ca.gov.  This is the same video discussed in the Inter-Agency Collaboration section, part f.

III. Request OCJP to change grant awarding policy, requiring Grantees to purchase and utilize training materials on disabilities.  

1. A question about whether this task was asking to certify ADA compliance or requiring the use of training material came up.  Nora suggested that both ADA compliance and the use of training material exist.  This task was considered incomplete.  

IV. POST could convene a special task group to develop and distribute a model policy for law enforcement contact with and response to calls for people with disabilities.  (They could use the hate crime model in which a second tier response is triggered and fully trained staff comes in.)

1. POST produced a field guide, and they developed the effective interviewing techniques video with the Attorney General’s Office.  Kate said that Alberto Gonzales from the Attorney General’s Office said his office is almost done with a compendium listing out public laws affecting crime victims with disabilities, which will be useful for investigating and prosecuting cases.  Kirby said that this task, and e and g under Inter-Agency Collaboration are almost identical.  Kirby said, there needs to be some sort of multi-disciplinary aspect for any policies regarding the response to individuals with disabilities.

V. Compile a list of all federal and state grants related to disability training in any form.

1. Kirby said that one of the caveats of having such a list is that the grant announcements are usually only good for six weeks maximum.  This sort of project seemed best suited for the coordinating committee, since we have most of the state agencies represented that assist crime victims with disabilities.  

VI. Convene a focus group to design a grant to develop two region response teams, one urban and one rural.

1.  This item was designated for the “to do” list.  

VII. Identify and list mandated training points and personnel for persons providing services to children with disabilities.  Produce a list of all licensed positions that mandate training in conjunction with job qualification.  Produce a list of all associations that conduct training.  Compile a list of all governmentally mandated training points required for the personnel in the developmental disabilities system.  

1. Janet Heath mentioned that the enabling legislation for the California Medical Training Center (CMTC) was changed to include training for people with disabilities.  The Health and Human Services Agency, Crime Victims with Disabilities Initiative has teamed up with CMTC to provide training to forensic experts and others within the community.  

VIII.    Develop and train a regional response team, comprised of MDT members that would be fielded to support first responders.

1.  This item was designated for the “to do” list.

IX. Add to list of first responders who could benefit from training:  paramedics, housing authority, crisis workers, etc.

1. This item was designated for the “to do” list.




Prevention:

I. Develop a website. Viewed as a long-term project.

1. This item was considered complete with the launching of the CAN/Do! Project website.

II.   Develop a directory of services…with consent of DSS.  This could be made available electronically, in hard copy and in the quarterly newsletter.




1.   This item was designated for the “to do” list.

III.  Request the Maternal and Child Health programs to specifically address issues of disability and crime victimization.




1.   This item was designated for the “to do” list.

IV.  Convene a conference for professional who work with families with children with disabilities.

1.   This task was considered complete with the Annual Conference on abuse and disability hosted by Arc Riverside.  

V. Conduct a public awareness campaign to increase awareness of the problem and its significance in the generic community (primary prevention), the professional child abuse response community, and families whose vulnerability is heightened (secondary prevention).

1.  The Attorney General’s Crime and Violence Prevention Center has secured money for three-years to do an advertising campaign on elder and dependent adult abuse awareness.  This does not cover abuse of children with disabilities.  

VI. Create a 2-hour training tape that could be used at conferences by agencies and organizations, not limited to one annual conference.  Presentation of the video could be staffed by trainers.  Use existing state conferences; build on those, such as DSS conferences, including marketing and content.  The tape would be for abuse response staff on how to effectively and sensitively intervene with crime victims and suspects with disabilities.

1. This task has not been completed.


Policy:
I. Write a letter to DOJ to request that the DOJ Child Abuse Reporting form be amended to include identification of all types of disabilities of child abuse victims.  

1. Nora said that they want more than just developmental disabilities noted on the form.  Martha Cook suggested that a formal letter be written to DOJ to request these specific changes.  Martha also demonstrated that DOJ is in the process of possibly revising the form.

D. CAN/Do!! Grant Project – Status Report – Nora Baladerian, Ph.D.

State Coordinating Committee – Kirby Everhart, OCJP



Project Objectives:

1. Think Tank

· Convened two Think Tanks in first year of grant

· Developed Proceedings Report which was uploaded to project’s Web Site library

· Ratification of ’97 Action Plan

· Committed to Priorities from Action Plan

2. Provide support and technical assistance to state department and agencies

· Created Web Site library to provide agencies with core documents on both child abuse and on disabilities

· Consultation to DOJ on Suspected Child Abuse Reporting form AND new Mandatory Reporter’s form.

· Identified barrier to MDT case review

· Provided technical assistance to Federal agencies through conferences and meetings in Washington, DC for VAWA & SUNY/CDC.

3. Improve data collection system

· Developed and published the data report on abuse of children with disabilities county by county.

· Developed a detailed report for Los Angeles county.

· Continued to identify barriers to effective data collection in spite of improvements.

i. Recognition of additional disabilities

ii. Barriers in current regulations

· Identified opportunity for possible epidemiological study, comparing major California databases.

· Identified data source for CA & national child abuse data

4. Provide support for the development and dissemination of training

· Completed initial literature search and continued same, placing findings on the Web.

· Provided training programs to various law enforcement, sexual assault and child abuse related audiences.

· Planned for training with evaluation piece in concert with LEA training through OCJP in year two.

· Took pilot training program to other states including New Jersey, Florida, and North Carolina.

· Provided training video and curriculum technical assistance to VOCA in South Carolina.

5. Build and implement Web-based and Internet resources in support of project objectives

· Developed and built Web Site

· Developed Listserv

· Developed active library

· Developed on-line Conference management system



Conference Outcomes

· Convened 8th National Conference on Abuse & Disability

· Over 400 attendants representing 31 states

· 70 presenters from throughout the country and Canada

· Major support and acknowledgement by ADD through Commissioner Keynote

· Networking by participants has opened up new collaborators

· Increased knowledge

· Participation by Judges

E. Internet Website Demonstration – Tom Hanna, LifeNet

Tom Hanna began the demonstration by visiting www.google.com, a very powerful Internet search engine and entered the search terms “child abuse and disability.”  Approximately 360,000 Internet sites appeared.  From the site, he went to disability-abuse.com.  One of the goals of the project is to gather information under one umbrella on abuse and disability for consumers and contributors.  Another goal is to have all proposals for the National Conference on Abuse & Disability submitted on-line and then download the information to put into the conference packets.  Ultimately, the program would also be available on the website in .PDF or portable document format.  The document center is becoming a repository of leading information for victims with disabilities.  PowerPoint presentations are also located on the disability-abuse.com website.  A listserv is also available at website.  The public policy center is where information about the Think Tank will be posted, such as the Roster and Action Plan.  The Can/DO!! Website is linked to the Child Abuse Prevention Network, located at child-abuse.com.  Other items listed at that website include the physicians network

F. Roundtable

Jeff Johnson and Don Graham from Walter McDonald & Associates joined the meeting to discuss their study based on data collected by the National Child Abuse & Neglect system/archive.  They discussed some of the specifics of the collected data.  They asked for input on what information is valuable to collect.  Issues the firm is confronting include; operationalize a definition for disability and underreporting.  Another issue brought up by Dan was the availability of medical records and the inability of abuse reporters to assess a disability.  

Jim Stream began the roundtable by discussing issues in the news.  In April 2002 a nursing home administrator in Riverside was prosecuted and convicted for not reporting abuse.  The second article was about a program hosted by Critical Focus, the Sheriff’s Office and the Fort Bragg Police Department.  It was intended to assist people with developmental disabilities and mental illness overcome fear about reporting abuse to authorities.  

Martha Cook said they are in the process of changing the child abuse reporting form so that the type of disability is recorded.  They will be sending a new letter with a stack of new forms to explain the differences between the two.  The residence of the individual, whether it is a skilled nursing facility, etc is not reflected on the form.  

Charis Moore said that PAI is releasing a report on the lethal hazards of home restraints.  There have been roughly four or five deaths associated with restraining obese individuals for at least 30 minutes, then experiencing oxygen deprivation and vomiting until they die.  You can visit the website for the report at www.pai-ca.org.  You may also e-mail her at charis.moore@pai-ca.org.  

A discussion about Child Death Review Teams, and other reporting programs came up.  Bill Garcia asked if a case moves from Social Services to the Department of Justice, how is that transition made, if at all.    

Dan Sorensen talked about the Crime Victims with Disabilities Initiative (CVDI) of the Health and Human Services Agency, administered by the Department of Mental Health.  This is the first program for any state, devoted to such a wide range of activities with the intention of increasing reports, access to justice and support services.  There are seven participating departments that will revise their annual plans and make policy changes with respect to how they will serve crime victims with disabilities from all backgrounds and cultures.  The plans will focus on personal safety and training, and provisions for reducing the likelihood for crime. The initiative funds 6 model plans to assist the courts and law enforcement.  There are two district attorney’s offices, two independent living centers, USC Medical Center, and Easter Seals Superior California.  The initiative is collaborating with the California Medical Training Center to develop a training curriculum for program staff at all seven participating departments.  They also plan to complete a “training for trainers” program for the six participating counties and then for vendors and service providers.  Another aspect of the CVDI is focused on a public information/awareness campaign.  They have established a speaker’s bureau, where the CVDI will serve as the “booking agent” for these speakers.  Dan mentioned that the Attorney General’s Office is working on an Elder and Dependent Adult Abuse Public Information Media Campaign.  He hopes to partner with them and share information and techniques.  The specialists serve all age groups.  

Tony Anderson brought Criminal Justice Related Excerpts from the State Council on Developmental Disabilities 2002-2006 State Plan.  He also showed an excerpt from a video on the impact of violence to brain development.  Tony also brought copies of the “Keeping Our Children Safe” booklet.  This is a guide for providers of care to children with developmental disabilities.  It is intended to help parents and children define and talk about abuse.  Their grantees are near the end of their funding cycles.  Some of their projects include the critical focus grant, which was in the news for their workshop that was discussed by Jim Stream earlier.  Another grantee is Toward Maximum Independence, which is working with victims to navigate through the forensic exams and victims services programs.  CASA in San Luis Obispo is working on interview skills and services for children victims with developmental disabilities and children in foster care.  The State Council is working with Protection and Advocacy, Inc. and the University Centers for Excellence at USC Medical Center on a white paper on the abuse and neglect of people with disabilities.  It will include a discussion about reporting mechanisms for state hospitals and other places.  It will come out within the next few months.  

Janet Heath said she plans to present the curriculum for the CVDI to Health and Human Services Agency (HHSA) Secretary Grantland Johnson’s advisory group.  The curriculum will be available soon either in hard copy or in .PDF for downloading.  They plan to deliver the training curricula for HHSA program staff in August.  Then they plan to develop and promote the training for trainers curriculum.  They will also develop an executive briefing for specialists.  In April 2002, the CAARE program at UC Davis Medical Training Center held its 21st Conference.  There were some presentations on children and disabilities, with less than 800 attendees.  Next May they plan to host the 22nd Conference, which will be of a national focus.  Approximately 50% of attendees were social workers for CPS.  Other attendees include law enforcement, prosecutors, mental health professionals, social services workers, and those in the foster care field.  Janet suggested collaborating with the CAN/Do! Project for each other’s conferences by sharing mailing lists and through other activities.  

Steven Sproger from the Department of Health Services, Children’s Medical Services Branch discussed the programs in progress at his office.  His branch works with children from 0 to 21 years of age.  They have a health assessment guidelines book for physicians to screen for child abuse.  He is taking part in the CVDI with Dan Sorensen.  He is also aware of legislation that will authorize adaptive equipment to parent children.  Some Medical Therapy Units are now based at school sites throughout the state.  His office is also has a genetically handicapped person program with 2,000 people involved throughout the state, some are located at regional centers.  

Brian Lu said that the Victim Compensation and Government Claims Board published  “Standards of Care (Mental Health Care) Task Force for Child Crime Victims Guidelines.”  This book has been distributed nationally and even in Whales.  OCJP and OCAP purchased the remaining books before they were “sold out” of their original stock.  The document includes a chapter on children with disabilities.  You may obtain a copy by visiting the Child Abuse Training and Technical Assistance Programs website at http://www.sonoma.edu/cihs/CATTA/default.html.  Select the Resources link and print the Standards of Care Ordering Information link at the bottom of the page.  

Emily Woolford from the Department of Developmental Services Wellness Initiative said they have three regional centers they sponsored to develop abuse prevention consumer based training.  For the Health and Wellness Conference 2003, they are looking for speaker’s for the event.  The Wellness Digest is published two or 3 times annually and lately, its focus has been on victimization, abuse and treatment issues.  There is information about physician resources available in the Digest.  Health providers can go to www.ddhealthinfo.org to obtain information about health improvement.  Emily said Developmental Services is now focusing on mandated training for regional center program staff.  They are looking to integrate the training curriculum developed by the Crime Victims with Disabilities Initiative into existing trainings.  

Dr. Jacobs from University of Southern California/ University Affiliated Program at Children’s Hospital Los Angeles said that they hope to expand Project Heal’s Clinical Program.  They are submitting a proposal to the Los Angeles Proposition 10 Commission for this purpose.  

Bill Garcia explained what the Department of Family and Child Services does when they receive a call of suspected child abuse.  He also explained how their specialized units operate for children with disabilities.  

Kay Buck said CALCASA is looking to change Rape Crisis Centers by creating access to serve people with disabilities.  They have also applied for a federal grant to develop a clearinghouse of materials for projects to access.  She said they currently possess one of the largest violence against women libraries; they want to expand that to include people with disabilities.  They are also planning a state conference for Rape Crisis Centers.  They hope to offer more training & technical assistance with respect to access for people with disabilities.

Kirby said that OCJP applied for a grant from the Violence Against Women Office (VAWO) on behalf of the coordinating committee, to assist the elderly and people with disabilities who become assault victims.  A memorandum of understanding with ten departments/agencies and community based organizations were part of the grant proposal.  Kirby reiterated the steps taken by OCJP to further the action plan created at the first Think Tank.   Kirby said Item # 2 under Inter-Agency Collaboration is at least partially met by the establishment of the State Coordinating Committee on Crime Victims with Disabilities.  Our office is also applying for a grant through the Office for Victims of Crime for Promising Practices in Serving Crime Victims with Disabilities.  The proposal for this grant will include the same elements as the VAWO application, and it will further inter-agency collaboration for this group of individuals.  The proposals to the Office for Victims of Crime and the Violence Against Women Office, assuming they are accepted, will satisfy numbers 4 and 6-8 of the Training section in the Action Plan.  Kirby suggested that number 3 of the Training component in the Action Plan could be addressed by purchasing the Handbooks from the State Council and delivering them to our grantees.  

Kirby finally suggested that Number 8 of the Training Section from the Action Plan could be addressed by expanding the local multi-disciplinary teams for the OVC grant and for the VAWO proposal.

G. Think Tank II Follow-up & Open Discussion

This agenda item took place during the Roundtable and the Review of Session and Implementation Steps.  

H. Review of Session and Implementation Steps

Nora collected index cards distributed at the beginning of the meeting.   The purpose of the cards were to have Think Tank members write down ideas of actions they can take to address issues related to children with disabilities who are victims of abuse and neglect.  

Tom Hanna said that one of his tasks is to put the PowerPoint presentation from this meeting onto the disability-abuse.com website.  

Janet Heath said she would swap mailing lists from the UC Davis conference with Nora Baladerian from the annual conference hosted by Arc Riverside.  She is also looking to get money to change OCJP’s reporting form of assault & abuse to include a question about whether the medical care provider suspects a disability.

Steven Sproger said he wants to incorporate abuse suspicion prevention reporting into their case management system.  While individuals/groups seeking licenses from his organization have some base of information from which they can benefit.  

Craig Pierini said his office has publications about child abuse, neglect and reporting, but no pamphlets about children with disabilities.  

Brian Lu said he would send the Internet link for his office to the CAN/DO!! Project.

Emily Woolford said she would explore the CAN/DO!! Project website and incorporate information and activities within the Wellness Digest on abuse and disability.  This will be helpful since the next Wellness Conference will be directed toward disability and abuse.  She said she would screen information for physicians from the Health Assessment Guide paper too.

Tony Anderson said he wants to gather grant materials and information from sources like the University of Wyoming.  He said he would forward the reports electronically to Nora Baladerian.  

Dr. Jacobs said he is going to finish the Proposition 10 grant proposal and he will work on making recommendations to the State Council on Developmental Disabilities.  

Elaine Bamberg said she is looking to expand the Developmental Disabilities programs on AIDS, victimization and self-protection.  She will be providing training to licensed providers on behaviors and indices on clients suffering abuse.  

Lisa Vandecoor said she is going to work on the initial Annual Plan to increase awareness on the topic within the department and highlight issues.  She will also send a website link to Nora Baladerian for posting on the CAN/DO!! Website.

Kay Buck said she is going to be busy getting publications and training on the road to all California Rape Crisis Centers so that they are confident in providing services to individuals with disabilities.

Kirby Everhart said he will make sure his office finishes the California Resource Guide which let’s everyone know what California, at the statewide level, is doing about the issue of abuse and assault against people with disabilities.  Kirby said he would also present the action plan from this meeting to the Coordinating Committee.  Kirby said he would use the resources of the state coordinating committee to compile a list of state and federal grants to assist crime victims with disabilities.    He is also going to order the “Keeping Our Children Safe” booklet for grantees.  He will also be sure to collect service data at OCJP for people with disabilities.  He will get the office to collect data on services to children, domestic violence and sexual assault victims with disabilities.  Kirby reiterated actions OCJP would take as described in the roundtable updates.  

Dan Sorensen said he is anxious to have his office co-sponsor the international/national annual conference on abuse/neglect and assault of children and adults with disabilities next year.  The public awareness component of the Crime Victims with Disabilities Initiative is not running as strong as he would like, so he is going to do some work in this area.  

I. Adjourn

Nora thanked all attendees for their ideas, participation and support.  She said to look at the Disability and Abuse Website for updates on the next National Conference and for information about the Think Tank.  Nora reminded attendees to sign up for the list-serve.  

